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Agglutination and Inflection.

Agglutination,1 the most characteristic feature of
the Turanian languages, means not only that in
their grammar pronouns are glued to the verbs in
order to form the conjugation, or prepositions to sub-
stantives in order to form declension. That would
not be a distinguishing characteristic of the Turanian
or nomad languages; for in Hebrew,, as well as in
Sanskrit., conjugation and declension were originally
formed on the same principle, and could hardly have
been formed on any other. What distinguishes the
Turanian languages is that in them, the conjugation
and declension can still be taken to pieces; and
although the terminations have by no means always
retained their significative power as independent
words, they are felt as modificatory syllables, and as
distinct from the roots to which they are appended.

In the Aryan languages the modifications of words,
comprised under declension and conjugation, were
likewise originally expressed by agglutination. But
the component parts began soon to coalesce, so as to
form one integral word, liable in its turn to phonetic
corruption to such an extent that it became impossible
after a, time to decide which was the root and which
the modificatory element. The difference between an
Aryan and a Turanian language is somewhat the same
as between good and bad mosaic. Tlie Aryan words
seem made of one piece, the Turanian words clearly
show the sutures and fissures where the small stones
are cemented together.

1 Survey of Languages, p. 90; Be Maistre (died 1821), in \\hSoir6es
de St. Petersburg (i. 8-1), uses agglutination in a grammatical sense.
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